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At the request of the Secretary of War, legislation has been introduced in Congress 
to give Army dental officers the right to command. If passed, the bill will place den- 
tal officers on a parity with other staff corps officers. . . . Capt. Robert S. Davis 
discusses the problems and achievements of Navy Dental Corps before. the meeting 
of the War Service Committee. 

A new dental division is created in the Veterans Administration under the super- 
vision of a dentist with the rank of assistant medical director. . . . The Army reveals 
the procedure for selecting dental students under a curtailed AST program and then 
announces a further slash of 50 per cent in the dental student quota. President 
Roosevelt’s five man medical commission recommends lower dental standards for 
naval personnel. . . . The Allied Forces Dental Society is organized in England. 

H. Trendley Dean, Washington, is elected president of the International Associa- 
tion for Dental Research. . . . A. W. Bryan, Iowa City, is named president-elect of 
American Association of Dental Schools. . . . The Prosthetic Section of A.A.D.S. 
protests proposed changes in dental prosthetic service. 

Ohio State Dental Society reports two successful war bond campaigns with sales 
approaching four million dollars. . . . An institute on dental health economics will 
be held at the School of Public Health, University of Michigan, June 26-July 1. 

Postwar planning is the subject of an essay contest for Junior A.D.A. members. . . . 
A new reimbursement method for travelling expenses is instituted by the Board of 
Trustees. . . . The Committee on Legislation reports on legislative activities in six 
states. 

Harvard Dental School graduates its last class and makes way for the new Harvard 
School of Dental Medicine. . . . Death of Capt. A. H. Yando, head of the Naval 
Dental School, in March. . . . Mexico moves to require citizenship of all professional 
people practicing in the Federal District. . . . Canada asks that all dentists be held 
in their present jobs for the duration. 
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UniTED STATES VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
ESTABLISHES SEPARATE DENTAL DIVISION 


Maintenance in facilities and regional of- 
fices of a dental organization conforming to 
approved charts and tables; assignment of 
professional and subprofessional dental per- 
sonnel; adequate equipment for dental clinical 
and laboratory needs, and approval or dis- 
approval of requisitions therefor; drafting of 
Regulations and Procedure and other field 
instructions in respect to dental activities; . 
direction and supervision to insure adherence 
to approved policies and procedures; consulta- 
tions relative to plans for construction or 
alteration of dental clinics and laboratories. 

Direction and supervision of dental activi- 
ties in Insular Possessions and the supervision 
of rendering dental examinations and treat- 
ment to beneficiaries of the Veterans Admin- 
istration in other federal, state or private 
hospitals. 

Supervision of all dental activities pertain- 
ing to beneficiaries in hospitals and homes, 
including outpatient services; and in coopera- 
tion with the Veterans Claims Service, the 
adjudication of applications for outpatient 
dental treatment. : 


r- 
d 
ss 
i- A dental division has been established 
is in the Veterans Administration, accord- 
ig ing to an order issued by the Administra- 
tion of Veterans Affairs March 1. The 
r- Dental Division will be under the super- 
Is vision of a dentist with the title of 
n Assistant Medical Director. The text of 
it the order (No. 17-E) follows : 
TEXT.—The Medical and Hospital Service 
™ will consist of the Office of the Medical Di- 
f rector; the Out-Patient and Authorization 
Division; the Tuberculosis Division; the Gen- 
3 eral Medical Division; the Neuropsychiatric 
Division; the Dental Division, and the Post- 
Ss graduate Instruction and Medical Research 
Division. 
‘ DENTAL DIVISION: The Dental Division will 
f be under an assistant medical director, who 
x will be responsible for: 
The efficient conduct of all dental activities 
4 pertaining to beneficiaries, including modern 
] methods of diagnosis and treatment. 
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ARMED FORCES 


New Butt Gives Army DENTAL 
Orricers Ricut To ComMAND 


The Secretary of War, in a letter to 
the Senate and House Committees on 
Military Affairs, has requested that legis- 
lation be enacted to amend the act of 
March 3, 1911, applying to officers of the 
Dental Corps of the Army, so as to re- 
move restrictions placed on officers of 
that corps on their right to command. 
Such legislation was introduced March 
24 when Sen. Edwin C. Johnson, Colo- 
rado, acting for Sen. Robert R. Reynolds, 
North Carolina, proposed S. 1809, which 
would “remove the limitation on the 
right to command of officers of the Den- 
tal Corps of the Army which limits such 
officers to command in that corps.” 


PRESENT STATUS.—Existing law grants to 
dental officers command power over the 
personnel of the Dental Corps only. The 
proposed legislation grants command 
authority similar to that authorized for 
the Medical, Veterinary, Pharmacy, 
Medical Administrative and Sanitary 
Corps of the Medical Department, the 
Nurse Corps being the only one other 
than the Dental Corps not now having 
the right to command. 

In his letter requesting the legislation, 
the Secretary of War stated : 


The training received by” officers of the 
Dental Corps qualifies them professionally 
for command to the same extent as officers of 
other corps of the Medical Department, and 
there are many occasions when it would be 
most desirable that they be qualified by law 
to exercise such command. The removal of 
the . . . statutory limitation would permit 
maximum flexibility in the administration 
and command of Medical Department in- 
stallations. 
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The text of the bill follows : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress Assembled, That the 
Act entitled “An Act making appropriation 
for the support of the Army for the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
twelve,” approved March 3, 1911, is amended 
by striking out from the fourth paragraph 
under the heading “‘Medical Department” the 
sentence which reads: “Their right to com- 
mand shall be limited to the dental corps” 
(36 Stat. 1054; 10 U.S.C. 130). 


TEXT. 


DENTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
Navy LowERED BY CoMmMISSION 


- The special five man medical com- 
mission which President Roosevelt ap- 
pointed to study physical, mental and 
moral standards for admission to the 
armed forces has submitted to the White 
House a report which recommends that 
Naval eye and dental requirements be 
lowered to correspond to those in the 
Army general service requirements. The 
move is expected to have little immedi- 
ate effect on the nation’s three million 
4-F’s, but will-allow more men to enter 
the Navy. 

The commission also announced the 
distribution of all Selective Service regis- 
trants between the ages of 18 and 37 as 
of December 1, 1943. 


Distribution of Registrants Ages 18-37 as of 
Dec. 1, 1943 
Total living registrants......... 22,138,000 
In the armed forces (inducted) 6,540,000 
In the armed forces (enlisted). 2,430,000 
Disqualified after physical ex- 


3,357,000 
*In process of classification, ex- 
amination ore induction..... 1,090,000 


Deferred, occupational reasons. 3,834,000 

Deferred, dependency reasons.. 4,645,000 

Deferred, other reasons....... 152,000 

Unclassified and unknown.... g0,000 

*This group includes 43,000 men who have 
been found qualified for induction for limited 
service under present requirements but whose 
services have not been required by the armed 
forces in this status. 
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ALLIED Forces DENTAL 
SocteTY Is ORGANIZED 


The formation of an Allied Forces 
Dental Society, composed of leading 
dentists of the Allied Nations, was re- 
cently reported from abroad. The soci- 
ety was formed for the purpose of pool- 
ing ideas to better the health of the 
fighting forces and to further postwar 
dental science. The membership, which 
has already reached 1,100, includes 
members from the three British Services, 
the U. S. Army Dental Corps, the Ca- 
nadian Dental Corps, the Royal Nor- 
wegian Army Dental Corps, the Fighting 
French Forces, the Czech Army and the 
Belgian Army. Seven district branches 
of the society have been formed in Eng- 
land and others will be established in the 
course of the next few months. 

Maj. Richard H. Carnahan, of Texas, 
Capt. Philip S. Brackett, of Massachu- 
setts; and Lieut. Cmdr. E. S. Boden, of 
Ohio, with the help of British dental 
officials, organized the new society. The 
president of the society for the current 
year is Col. William D. White, U. S. 
Army Dental Corps. 

Internationally known dental surgeons 
give lectures at the society’s monthly 
meetings. 


DENTAL MATERIALS 


Ease Curs on 23-GacGE 
DenTAL Hypopermic NEEDLES 


Because of increasing availability of 
materials, the Department of Commerce 
announced last month that various 
lengths of 23-gage dental hypodermic 
needles would again be recommended 
for manufacture. Restrictions adopted 
January 1, 1943, drastically reduced the 
number of gages and lengths as a con- 
tribution to the conservation program of 
the War Production Board and limited 
manufacture to 25-gage needles only. 


ANESTHESIA 


DISCOVERER OF 
Loca. ANESTHESIA, at 86 


Carl Koller, Austrian born ophthal- 
mologist, whose introduction of cocaine 
as a local anesthestic in eye operations 
in 1884 inaugurated the use of local 
anesthesia in other types of surgery, died 
in New York March 21 at the age of 86. 
For over fifty years, he had practiced his 
specialty in New York City. 

In 1928, Dr. Koller read a paper be- 
fore a joint meeting of the Associated 
Anesthetists of the United States and 
Canada and the International Research 
Society, on the occasion of the dedication 
to him of a scroll of recognition at Wash- 
ington. In this paper, he told how he 
made his discovery. 


Up to 1884, the only method of local an- 
esthesia known and not very frequently prac- 
ticed was the Richardson ether spray, which 
acted by freezing and which was used for 
operations on subcutaneous abscesses and for 
similar operations of short duration. At that 
time, I was an intern and house surgeon on the 
staff of the Allgemeine Krankenhaus in Vienna. 
I had done research work on the origin of the 
mesoderm in the embyro and had conducted 
that work in the laboratory for experimental 
pathology, of which Salomon Stricker was the 
head. 

The immediate cause for my approaching 
the question of local anesthesia was the un- 
suitability of general narcosis for eye opera- 
tions. Grave dangers occurred to the operated 
eye without local anesthesia. 


Dr. Koller also stated that he began a 
series of experiments with chloral, brom- 
ide, morphine and similar substances. 
Then Sigmund Freud, the psychoanalyst, 
asked him to undertake with him a series 
of experiments in the physiologic effects 
of cocaine. These experiments led to the 
discovery, and the use of cocaine was 
extended to all phases of surgery, includ- 
ing dentistry. 
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DENTAL SCHOOLS 


Army Cuts Quota or DENTAL 
STuDENTs BY Firty Per Cent 


As a result of new regulations by the 
War Department, medical and dental 
schools throughout the country will suffer 
a 50 per cent reduction in the Army 
quota of students scheduled to enter next 
year, it was announced March go. In- 
stead of assigning 5,800 medical and 
dental students, as originally planned, the 
Army will admit only 2,800 for the term 
beginning in January. 

Specifically, the quota for dental 
schools has been cut from 35 to 18 per 
cent and that for medical institutions 
from 55 to 28 per cent. These propor- 
tions are expected to be reduced further 
later. No quota has been established 
for 1946, Col. Francis M. Fitts, chief of 
the medical section, Army Specialized 
Training Program, disclosed. The num- 
ber of Army men assigned to schools at 
that time will depend on existing needs. 

The reduction in the Army Specialized 
Training Program has made necessary 
the modifications in the school program, 
Colonel Fitts explained. Only sufficient 
predental and premedical trainees were 
“salvaged” to insure filling one-half of 
the dental and medical vacancies for 


1944-1945. 


Harvarpb DENTAL SCHOOL 
Grapuates Last 


The final commencement of the Har- 
vard Dental School, which will be suc- 
ceeded by the Harvard School of Dental 
Medicine, was held March 23. Army 
and Navy commissioning ceremonies for 
thirty-one ef the thirty-eight students 
accompanied the awarding of degrees. 
Fifteen students entered the Army, six- 
teen the Navy and seven will practice in 
civilian life. 


PROCEDURE FOR SELECTING 
DENTAL StupENTts UnpER ASTP 


The procedure for selecting dental stu- 
dents under the recently curtailed Army 
Specialized Training Program was an- 
nounced by the War Department March 
2. The students recruited under this 
procedure will be even more severely 
limited, according to a subsequent War 
Department announcement March 0, 
by slashing the Army quota from 35 to 
18 per cent of dental school capacity.* 
Whether the announcement ‘procedure 
would apply in the face of the new re- 
duction of the program was not dis- 
closed. 


PROCEDURE.—The March 2 statement 
of the War Department follows : 


As recently announced by the War Depart- 
ment, soldiers who remain in the Army Spe- 
cialized Training Program after April 1 will 
be primarily those assigned to courses in medi- 
cine, dentistry, veterinary medicine and ad- 
vanced engineering. 

Procedures governing ‘selection of medical, 
dental and veterinary trainees were announced 
on March 2. Meanwhile, procedures for the 
selection of trainees in engineering and 
foreign area and language to be retained now 
are under consideration. In addition, broad 
expansion of the Army Specialized Training 
Reserve Program is contemplated, with details 
to be announced publicly soon. 

Enlisted men now assigned to the Army 
Specialized Training Program for instruction 
in medicine, dentistry and veterinary medi- 
cine will be continued in the program. Also 
Army Specialized Training Program soldiers 
currently enrolled in preprofessional courses 
will be continued in those studies and, on suc- 
cessful completion of that work, will be 
advanced to the medical or dental phase of 
the program. 

Assignment to training in medicine and 
dentistry in the Army Specialized Training 
Program for the remainder of the year will be 
made from among enlisted men who prior to 
April 1 have been accepted for 1944 classes in 
contracting medical and dental schools. 


*See Col. 1. 
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Civilians now in medical or dental schools 
and those who have been accepted for a 1944 
class in an accredited medical or dental 
school, but who did not receive a call for in- 
duction prior to March 1, will not be assigned 
for Army Specialized Training Program train- 
ing in medicine or dentistry. 

Selection for preprofessional and subsequent 
professional training in medicine and dentistry 
will be restricted io soldiers who have com- 
pleted their basic military training and have 
accomplished one of the following: 

1. Passed an aptitude test for medical pro- 
fession on successful completion of term 2 or 
term 3 in the Army Specialized Training Re- 
serve Program. 

2. Received a satisfactory score in the 
Army-Navy (A-12, V-12) College Qualifying 
Test (men in this group must have satisfac- 
torily completed at least a year of premedical 
or predental studies as civilians). 

Priority will be given in the order as out- 
lined. Any additional vacancies may be filled 
by soldiers selected on the basis of their 
proved abilities and academic background. 


NAVY 


Dentist ApvANCES Pay 
Grapes NAVAL PROMOTION 


In a promotion unprecedented at the 
U. S. Naval Training Station at Farra- 
gut, Idaho, according to press dispatches 
last month, Almond Ford Carr advanced 
eight grades in a single promotion. He 
tose from the rating of second class 
pharmacist’s mate to the rank of lieu- 
tenant commander in the Dental Corps. 
Commander Carr joined the Navy in 
November 1942, and took his prelimi- 
nary training at Great Lakes. He has 
practiced for twenty-six years since grad- 
uating from dental school. 

Commander Carr will be officer in 
charge of the new $186,000 prosthetic 
dental laboratory at Farragut. 


Capt. Rosert S. Davis Discusses 
Prosiems oF NAVAL DENTAL Corps 


The problems of the Naval Dental 
Corps, particularly those accompanying 
the lowering of dental standards, were 
reviewed by Capt. Robert S. Davis, Chief 
of Dental Service, Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery, U. S. Navy, at the meeting 
of the War Service Committee in Chi- 
cago February 19. The text of the 
address follows : 


LOWER STANDARDS.—Since we last met in 
Cincinnati, some matters have come up which 
I think would interest you. At that time, I 
went inte the duties of dental officers stating 
what they did, and where they went, so I will 
not go into that again. I also told you at that 
time that they suddenly dropped in our lap 
without warning a lowering of dental require- 
ments so that edentulous applicants could be 
accepted into the Naval service. We knew 
nothing about this until it happened. 

We were not prepared for this change and 
had to build large prosthetic facilities; which 
has required a great deal of time. Now a few 
months have passed and we have made satis- 
factory headway in this respect. We are 
building these large facilities now at all the 
training stations, large concentration points, 
marine barracks and activities of this type, 
but many of them are not completed. 

We have had to improvise and utilize 
temporary facilities during this .period of 
preparation and it has been necessary to farm 
out some of the prosthetic cases to civilian 
laboratories. We are, however, proud of what 
has been accomplished. Though the facilities 
have been limited, the report of prosthetic 
restorations completed during the month of 
January amounted to 10,000, so under existing 
conditions I think you will agree this number 
represents an urgent job well done. 

These prosthetic facilities will be large, and 
I hope that some of you will have an oppor- 
tunity to visit them. The one here at Great 
Lakes, for instance, will employ some 150 or 
160 technicians, and there will be perhaps 
thirty-five dental officers on duty in that one 
department. 

At Bainbridge, Farragut, Sampson and 
some of our large training stations, there will 
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be facilities established approaching that of” 
the Great Lakes Training Station. 

Since I saw you last, we have been able to 
take into the Women’s Reserve two dental 
hygienists, with one commissioned as an 
ensign, and one commissioned as a lieutenant 
jg. Dental hygienists in the Navy are usually 
accepted as pharmacist’s- mates, but if they 
have sufficient basic qualifications to meet the 
V-9 requirements, which at the minimum is 
two years of scholastic study leading to a 
baccalaureate degree, we can now grant com- 
missions to hygienists, which has been ac- 
complished in two qualified cases. 


TECHNICIANS.— We are making plans for our 
dental prosthetic technicians and we hope to 
be able to do something very constructive for 
them. The Surgeon General appreciates the 
fact that the duties of a dental prosthetic 
technician are not closely akin to the duties 
of a pharmacist’s mate, but we have had to 
take them in the Navy as pharmacist’s mates, 
and employ them as dental technicians with 
that rating. Since they were pharmacist’s 
mates, they have had to be promoted, using 
pharmacist’s mates qualifications, which in- 
volve materia medica, pathology and nursing 
and subjects of that nature, which were quite 
foreign to some of our dental technicians. 

It is quite possible that we will in the near 
future be able to allow these men to advance 
in rating by taking examinations in subjects 
that they are familiar with; that is, laboratory 
procedure. This will be a big help to them, 
because we have had men with fifteen or 
eighteen years of laboratory experience in the 
Navy, who perhaps were enlisted two years 
ago as second-class pharmacist’s mates, and 
are still second-class pharmacist’s mates, be- 
cause they never in the world could pass an 
examination to be a first-class on the subjects 
that are required. Soon we hope they may 
take examinations in their own line and be 
promoted in accordance with their skill. This 
has not gone through, but it is quite possible 
in the near future. 

They will represent the Navy’s interests in 
civilian dental organizations in connection 
with schools, municipalities and state agen- 
cies, and components of the American Dental 
Association functioning in War Preparedness, 
the Dental Research Association, Red Cross, 
Public Relations Committees, etc. They will 
have cognizance of and maintain records and 
information concerning dental matters con- 
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nected with or related to the Naval Reserve. 

They will inspect existing dental facilities 
within the district relative to the efficiency 
and adequacy of the dental service. They will 
inspect, when indicated, any activity coming 
under the cognizance of the commandant 
contemplating installation or major expansion 
of dental facilities to the extent necessary to 
determine the appropriateness and _practi- 
cability of the proposed installation. 

They will report to the Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery by official channels the findings 
of inspections made under the above, to- 
gether with recommendations, comments and 
suggestions arising therefrom. They will sub- 
mit by letter to the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery via official channels at any time in- 
formation, observations, comments, suggestions 
and recommendations not covered by other 
reports and returns, but which may contribute 
toward improving the standards of profes- 
sional care rendered personnel of the Navy 
and Marine Corps. That is signed by Ross T. 
McIntire, Vice Admiral (MC) U. S. Navy. 


DISTRICT OFFICERS.—He has now established 
the position of a district dental officer who 
will supervise everything pertaining to dentis- 
try within the district and keep our dental 
activities in closer contact with the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery. I ‘believe this will 
accomplish a good deal. 

I accompanied Admiral Lyle a short time 
ago on an inspection trip through the West, 
and on that trip we found a great need for 
real supervisory officers in each district. In 
some districts, we had officers who were as- 
signed as assistants to medical officers, and 
supposedly ordered there to supervise dental 
activities within the district. Sometimes this 
was not being thoroughly done, because the 
duties of these District Dental Officers were 
not sufficiently defined to accomplish the de- 
signed objectives. 


DUTIES.—This was brought to the attention 
of the Surgeon General with the suggestion 
that it would help the efficiency of the Dental 
Service in these districts if we had good live- 
wire dental officers who could get out and see 
that things were being done properly and 
coordinate all the dental effort within the dis- 
trict. He concurred in this and has recently, 
over his signature, addressed a letter to the 
commandants of all naval districts. I think 
you would be interested t6 have me go 
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through this and let you know what these 
district dental officers can do, and from now 
on will do, and in that way have more con- 
trol of our dental service. 


They will advise the commandant through 
official channels on all dental matters within 
his purview and will act under delegated au- 
thority as follows: 


They will plan for the establishment, main- 
tenance and reduction of dental facilities in 
accordance with the commandant’s plan for 
operation. They will recommend regarding 
assignments, transfers of officer and enlisted 
personnel within the district. They will advise 
local naval authorities relative to dental mat- 
ters and be available for consultation. 


RANK.—We have heard a lot about the in- 
justices in original appointments and rank of 
our dental officers. Although some of these 
have merit, it has been a difficult problem. 
We have tried to adjust it, and we have made 
some adjustments in that respect. Unfortu- 
nately, we have not been able to correct some 
of our admitted past errors where some of our 
officers perhaps were originally commissioned 
in ranks too low for their professional standing. 
They will now have to attain higher rank 
through the normal procedure of promotion, 
which may be unfortunate in some cases. 


At present, however, we are making origi- 
nal appointments more in line with qualifica- 
tions, age and experience. It has been pointed 
out that the Medical Corps has fared so much 
better than the Dental Corps, so, for curi- 
osity, I took an average of the ages of our 
three lowest ranks with those of the Medical 
Corps, and found no appreciable difference. 


For instance, taking all the junior lieuten- 
ants in the Dental Corps and averaging their 
ages, we found them to be 29 years old; doing 
the same thing for the Medical Corps, we 
found them to be 29 years old. In the rank of 
lieutenant, we averaged all of our dental of- 
ficers and found the average age to be 35 
years old; the age of the medical officers, 34 


_ years old. They beat us out by a very little. 


In the rank of lieutenant commander, our 
officers averaged 43 years, and the lieutenant 
commanders in the Medical Corps average 43 
years, so we really compare favorably in this 
respect. 


ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


New REIMBURSEMENT METHOD 
For A.D.A. TRAVEL EXPENSES 


A definite formula for determining the 
amount of reimbursement to be made to 
committee members for expenses inci- 
dent to attendance at authorized com- 
mittee meetings was approved at the re- 
cent meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
the American Dental Association in 
Chicago. The new formula, according to 
John J. Hollister, Business Manager, who 
originated the proposal, does away with 
the necessity of submitting detailed ac- 
counts of travel expenses since reim- 
bursement is now made on the basis of 
travel costs and a per diem allowance. 
It was emphasized that the new method 
of reimbursement does not imply any 
change in the policy regarding financing 
of travel for committee members, as 
travel costs are still chargeable to com- 
mittees within budget limitations. 


FORMULA.—The text of the formula 
adopted by the Board of Trustees fol- 
lows : 


It is the policy of the Association to reim- 
burse committeemen for attendance at official 
meetings only for the periods they are neces- 
sarily away from their offices, using the fol- 
lowing formula as a basis: Round trip railroad 
fare, the most direct route being used, plus 
Pullman (lower berth) or chair, whichever is 
indicated, and $10 per day; except that when 
daytime travel is necessary the per diem allot- 
ment shall be $5 per day of travel. Commit- 
teemen located west of the Rocky Mountains 
are granted $30 additional per round trip to 
allow for the use of extra fare trains. Com- 
mittee chairmen required to appear before the 
Board of Trustees or the House of Delegates 
are entitled to per diem reimbursement for 
whatever number of days are required to com- 
plete their business with those bodies, and for 
the period in advance of meetings when their 
presence is necessary for the completion of 
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arrangements. Necessarily, they are entitled 
to per diem reimbursements for- special travel 
when no committee meetings are involved. 


In the future, all committee chairmen 
will furnish the Central Office with a list 
of committee members in attendance at 
a given meeting, stating the number of 
days sessions were held. The Account- 
ing Department will then calculate the 
amount of reimbursement for each com- 
mittee member and issue the necessary 
check. 


COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION 


Report on New DENTAL 
LEGISLATION ON STATES 


Legislation affecting dentistry is re- 
ported in six states in a summary issued 
by the Committee on Legislation of the 
American Dental Association, through 
Sterling V. Mead, chairman, and George 
H. Fox, secretary. 

ARIzONA.—H. 28, approved March 17, 
exempts professional license holders from 
the payment of license fees during their 
period of enlistment with the armed 
forces. 

MISSISSIPPI.—S. 206, now in conference 
between Senate and House, provides for 
the appointment of the State Board of 
Dental Examiners by the governor from 
a list submitted by the state dental asso- 
ciation; requires a person applying for 
a dental license to be a citizen of the 
United States; provides that “a person 
not licensed to practice dentistry under 
the laws of this state shall not (1) take 
impressions or casts of the human mouth 
or teeth, (2) construct or supply den- 
tures without the authorization or pre- 
scription of a person licensed under the 
laws of the state and (3) construct or 
supply dentures from impressions or casts 
without the authorization or prescription 
of a person licensed under state laws.” 


NEW JERSEY.—S. 118, passed by the 
House February 28, permits the appro- 
priation of money for the maintenance 
and equipment of dental clinics for the 
treatment of indigent persons of school 
age. 

NEW YORK.-—A. 1180, passed by the 
House and the Senate in March, con- 
tinued to March 31, 1945, the temporary 
commission created to formulate a long- 
range state health program and appro- 
priates $40,000 to the commission. 

A, 1181, passed by Senate and the 
House in March, creates a temporary 
commission to make studies, surveys and 
investigations of programs for medical 
care of persons in the state, especially 
the needy sick, and appropriates $40,000 
for these purposes. 

S. 371, approved by the governor 
March 2, continues to July 1, 1945, a 
provision permitting persons inducted 
into military service and licensed to prac- 
tice dentistry and other professions to 
apply for renewal of license without ex- 
amination within three months after 
termination of military service. 

S. 538, approved by the governor 
March 9g, authorizes New York City, 
until July 1, 1945, to impose a tax of 
one-twentieth of 1 per cent on gross re- 
ceipts from business, professions and 
commercial activities other than finan- 
cial business, and sales to persons within 
the city including insurance business. 
SOUTH CAROLINA.—H. 1053, passed by 
the House February 29, makes it unlaw- 
ful for any dentist to write for a labora- 
tory a prescription or authorization for 
the construction of a denture except for 
those patients seen in the office where 
the dentist practices his profession. 
VIRGINIA.—S. 137, approved February 
28, authorizes the governing board of 
the Virginia State College for Negroes to 
contribute to the cost of the education of 
certain dental and medical students. 

H. 264, approved March 11, changes 
the present board of dental examiners 
to a board of six members with a five- 


Marc 


follov 


Wh 
the at 
ency t 
to tho: 

Whe 
quentl 
service 
fession 

Whe 
of rest 
a high 

Whe 
strated 
tent pr 
proper! 
science 

Reso 
thesis « 
School: 
in Chi 
protest: 
prosthe 
untrain 
ences; 

Reso. 
record 
Associa‘ 
this cor 
welfare 
fession. 


3 
year 
one 
two 
no | 
boar 
j than 
A 
can 
adopt 
Schoc 
— 
a 
4 
4 
i 


year term and provides that the term of 
one member shall expire every year and 
two members every fifth year, and that 
no person except the secretary of the 
board shall be eligible to serve for more 
than two successive terms, 


PROSTHETIC SERVICE 


RESOLUTION ProTEsTs CHANGES 
IN DENTAL PROSTHETIC SERVICE 


A resolution protesting “the easy as- 
sumption that dental prosthetic service 
can be relegated to persons untrained in 
the biological and physical sciences” was 
adopted by the Section on Dental Pros- 
thesis, American Association of Dental: 
Schools, at a meeting held in Chicago 
March 21. The text of the resolution 
follows : 


Whereas there has recently been brought to 
the attention of the dental profession a tend- 
ency to assign certain types of dental service 
to those trained at subprofessional levels; and 

Whereas prosthetic dentistry has been fre- 
quently mentioned as one of those dental 
services that could be supplied on a subpro- 
fessional level ; and 

Whereas traditional teaching and practice 
of restorative dentistry has been conducted on 
a high scientific level ; and 

Whereas it has been conclusively demon- 
strated in practice and research that compe- 
tent prosthesis can be rendered only by those 
properly trained in the biologic and physical 
sciences ; therefore, be it 

Resolved that the Section on Dental Pros- 
thesis of the American Association of Dental 
Schools in session at the annual meeting held 
in Chicago, Ill., March 21, 1944, vigorously 
Protests this easy assumption that dental 
prosthetic service can be relegated to persons 
untrained in the biologic and physical sci- 
ences; and be it further 

Resolved that this Section place itself on 
record in the transactions of the American 
Association of Dental Schools as condemning 
this concept as detrimental to the health and 


welfare of the public and to the dental pro- 
fession, 
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DENTISTS 
AND DENTAL SOCIETIES 


Rear Adm. Cornelius H. Mack is the third 
officer of the Naval Dental Corps to attain 
that rank. He has returned to active duty, 
after retirement in 1943, as district dental 
officer for the Twelfth Naval District, San 
Francisco. 


H. Trenb.ey Dean Is New 
PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH GRoUP 


H. Trendley Dean, United States. Pub- 
lic Health Service, Washington, D. C., 
took office as the new president of the 
International Association for Dental Re- 
search at the close of the annual meeting 
in Chicago March 18-19. Wallace D. 
Armstrong, Minneapolis, was named 
president-elect. 

Other officers are: Samuel W. Chase, 
Cleveland, vice-president, and Edward 
H. Hatton, Chicago, secretary-treasurer. 
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Micuican To InstiTUuTE 
oN DentAL HEALTH Economics 


The School of Public Health of the 
University of Michigan has announced 
plans for an institute on dental health 
economics to be held June 26-July 1 at 
Ann Arbor, under the chairmanship of 
Kenneth A. Easlick, associate professor 
of public health dentistry. The institute 
will bring together a group of leaders in 
the field of dental health to develop con- 
crete proposals for a dental health pro- 


gram. 
Registration for the institute will be 


. limited to fifty members. Although an 


attempt will be made to obtain a geo- 
graphic distribution of the applicants, 


- primary consideration will be given to 


the order in which applications are re- 
ceived. The registration fee is ten dol- 
lars. Requests for application blanks 
should be sent promptly to Dr. Kenneth 
A. Easlick, School of Public Health, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 


Two SuccessFruL War Bonp 
Drives REPoRTED BY OHIO 


Two successful war bond drives, con- 
ducted under the auspices of the Ohio 
State Dental Society, have resulted in 
the sale of almost four million dollars 
worth of bonds, according to Howard A. 
Hartman, chairman of the War Bond 
Sales Committee. The drives have won 
recognition from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, which, through the War Finance 
Committee for Ohio, expressed “its ap- 
preciation for the very real contributions 
(the members of the Ohio State Dental 
Society) have made and will be making 
in the future to the success of the War 
Bond program.” 

CAMPAIGNS.—The state society planned 
its first campaign in June 1943 and 
twenty-three component societies were 
organized for the effort. This drive was 
concluded during the annual meeting, 
November 9, 1943, with the announce- 


ment of the sale of $1,562,000 worth of 
war bonds through dental effort. 

The second campaign was immediately 
launched the next day and, at April 1, 
1944, $2,100,000 in war bonds had been 
sold. This more than triples the quota 
assigned the state society by the War 
Service Committee of the American 
Dental Association and more than 
doubles the quota the state society had 
set for itself. The War Service Com- 
mittee quota was $667,000, while the 
state society quota was $1,000,000. The 
second campaign will close November 
11, 1944, and Dr. Hartman has assigned 
an unofficial quota of $4,500,000 for it. 


Capt. A. H. Yanpo, Heap or 
NavaL DENTAL ScuHoo., Dies 


Capt. Arthur H. Yando, Commanding 
Officer of the Naval Dental School, U. 
S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md., 
died early in March. C. Willard Cama- 
lier and Sterling V. Mead were desig- 
nated by C. Raymond Wells, President 
of the American Dental Association, as 
representatives of the Association at the 
funeral ceremonies. 


News oF DENTISTS 
AND DENTAL SOCIETIES 


RHODE ISLAND.—Thomas W. Clune, 
Cranston, has been appointed by Gov- 
ernor J. H. McGrath as a member of the 
state voluntary advisory committee on 
health which will carry on a survey of all 
health facilities and needs of the state. 
GEoRGIA.—An application for a dentist 
to be relocated under newly adopted 
legislation has been received by the U. S. 
Public Health Service from Harris 
County (Hamilton), Georgia. Applica- 
tions from dentists interested in this 
location should be addressed to the Sur- 
geon General, U. S. Public Health Serv- 
ice, Bethesda, Md. 
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PENNSYLVANIA.— The Stomatological 
Club of Philadelphia will sponsor a testi- 
monial dinner for William A. Capon in 
honor of his having practiced dentistry 
for over fifty years. Dr. Capon was one 
of the pioneer workers in porcelain and 
has occupied the chair of ceramics at 
the University of Pennsylvania. The 
dinner will be held at the Union League 
Club, Philadelphia, May 13. James R. 
Cameron is chairman of the committee 
in charge: Earl C. Rice, J. J. Stetzer, 
Sr., Charles H. Patton, LeRoy M. Ennis, 
Frank G. Cooper, L. B. Duffield and 
John Burkhardt. 

TEXAS.—A. W. Rogers, Corsicana, has 
been appointed by the governor to the 
state board of health to fill the unexpired 
term of Fred C. Elliott. 

® Capt. John T. Kelley, Taylor, has 
been awarded the Silver Star medal “for 
distinguished gallantry and intrepidity in 
action against an armed enemy” in the 
invasion of Arawe, New Britain, Decem- 
ber 15, 1943, according to a War De- 
partment announcement. The award 
was made at Arawe by Col. C. H. Miller, 
commander of the unit, January 10. 
When Japanese machine guns and can- 
non tore to pieces the runner boats of 
American commandos, killing half of the 
diversionary force of 150 men, Captain 
Kelley swam irom boat to boat under 
fire attending the wounded and direct- 
ing evacuation. Captain Kelley has 
served in the Southwest Pacific area for 
nineteen months. 

NEW YORK.—Five Rochester men, in- 
cluding Harvey J. Burkhardt, have been 
cited for contributions to a field of spe- 
cial interest and have been named resi- 
dents-elect of the Rochester Museum. 
They will be honored at a convocation 
May 5. 

® Capt. Harold H. Kalman, Army Den- 
tal Corps, has been cited by his com- 
manding officer for “excellent perform- 
ance of duty, which reflects great credit 
upon yourself, and that goal—which we 
are all working toward.” 


® George C. Paffenbarger, Naval Dental 
Corps, formerly of the Bureau of Stand- 
ards, has been promoted to the rank of 
commander. 

® The Lord and Chaim Prize Commit- 
tee has announced the award of the 
Morris L. Chaim Prize of $250 to Homer 
C. Vaughan for his paper “A Study of 
the Temporo-Mandibular Articulation.” 
The Benjamin Lord Prize of $150 was 
awarded to Lieut. Morris Rothenberg 
for his study on “Cervical Caries in Gum 
Chewers.” 

® The Department of Health has two 
vacancies for senior dentists, with a sal- 
ary range of $3,120 to $3,870 annually. 
Duties will be in connection with the 
program of the Division of Maternity, 
Infancy and Child Hygiene. Further in- 
formation can be obtained from David 
B. Ast, assistant director for oral hygiene, 
State of New York Department of 
Health, 152 Washington Ave., Albany. 
® Amalgamation of the First and Second 
District Dental Societies of the State of 
New York and of the component socie- 
ties of the Allied Dental Council is pro- 
ceeding rapidly. The amalgamation 
contract has been accepted without 
reservations or amendments by the 
groups. The proposal will next be voted 
on by the constituent societies of the 
Allied Dental Council and by the mem- 
bers of the two district societies. 
ILLINOIS.—A testimonial dinner will be 
held April 26 for William D. Zoethout, 
professor of physiology and pharma- 
cology at the Chicago College of Dental 
Surgery, Dental School of Loyola Uni- 
versity, Chicago, on the occasion of his 
retirement after thirty-five years as a 
member of the faculty. 


Ask Jos FREEZE FOR 
CANADIAN DENTISTS 


A recommendation that all dentists 
and physicians be frozen in their present 
jobs and their movement controlled for 
the duration of the war was presented to 
the House of Commons March 23. 
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ASKED FOR 
DENTAL PRACTICE IN MEXICO 


A legislative measure, which has al- 
ready passed the Mexican chamber of 
deputies, will, if passed by the senate, 
deprive American dentists of the right to 
practice in Mexico. The legislation is 
intended to end “charlatanism” in Mex- 
ico and would alter the constitution so as 
to deny the privilege of dental and other 
professional practice to all but Mexican 
citizens. While it would apply exclu- 
sively to the Federal District, it is viewed 
locally as the entering wedge for the 
spread of similar legislation throughout 
the country, since the majority of Amer- 
ican professional persons are believed to 
be concentrated in Mexico City, which 
is located within the Federal District. 


NINETEEN Societies HoLp 
MEETINGS IN APRIL AND May 


Nineteen constituent societies of the 
American Dental Association will hold 
annual meetings during the months of 
April and May. The Virginia State 
Dental Association and the Kentucky 
State Dental Association held their 
meetings early this month. Other meet- 
ings scheduled for April and May are: 
APRIL.—Alabama, Tutwiler Hotel, Birm- 
ingham, April 10-13. 

Louisiana, Washington-Youree Hotel, 
Shreveport, April 13-15. 

Michigan, Hotel Statler, Detroit, April 
17-19. 

Mississippi, Robert E. Lee Hotel, Jack- 
son, April 23-25. 

Oklahoma, Mayo Hotel, Tulsa, April 
16-19. 

South Carolina, Columbia Hotel, Co- 
lumbia, April 24-25. 
mAY.—Connecticut, .Hotel Taft, New 
Haven, May 26-27. 

Georgia, Ansley Hotel, Atlanta, May 
7-10. 


Illinois, Abraham Lincoln Hotel, 
Springfield, May 8-11. 

Kansas, Hotel Kansas, Topeka, May 

Maryland, Belvedere Hotel, Baltimore, 
May 1-2. 

Missouri, Governor Hotel, Jefferson 
City, May 1-3. 

Montana, Billings, May 4-6. 

New Jersey, Claridge Hotel, Atlantic 
City, May 3-5. 

New York, Statler Hotel, Buffalo, May 
g-12. 

North Carolina, Hotel Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Raleigh, May 1-3. 

Tennessee, Hotel Peabody, Memphis, 
May 22-25. 


A. W. Bryan NAMED HEAD oF 
DENTAL SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 


A. W. Bryan, dean of the College of 


Dentistry, University of Iowa, was 
named president of the American Asso- 
ciation of Dental Schools at the annual 
meeting in Chicago March 20-22. Dean 
Bryan, who had been vice-president of 
the association during the past year, did 
not assume the office of president-elect 
as is customary because of the death of 
Dean Fred W. Hinds in that office last 
year. Dean Bryan succeeds Dean Allen 
T. Newman, College of Dentistry, New 
York University. 

OFFICERS.—Other officers elected were: 
Dean Willard C. Fleming, College of 
Dentistry, University of California, presi- 
dent-elect; Dean Arnold D. Mason, 
Faculty of Dentistry, University of To- 
ronto, vice-president; Dean R. J. Rine- 
hart, School of Dentistry, University of 
Kansas City, and Dean Charles E. Free- 
man, Northwestern University Dental 
School, members of the Executive Coun- 
cil. Dean Bert L. Hooper, College of 
Dentistry, University of Nebraska, was 
named representative of the Association 
on the Council on Dental Education of 
the American Dental Association. 
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STATEMENT ON ArnmMY DENTAL 
Orricers’ Ricut To COMMAND 


The following statement on the intro- 
duction of S. 1809,* which gives Army 
dental officers the right of command, 
was issued through the Dental Division 
of the Office of the Surgeon General. 
RESTRICTION.— the officers of the Army 
Dental Corps have been restricted in their 
right to command ever since the first dentists 
were commissioned in 1911. Public Law No. 
453, 3 March 1911, 61st Congress, Chapter 
209, 36 Stat. 1054, provides on page 1054, 
line 18 of the fourth paragraph: “Their (of- 
ficers of the Dental Corps) right to command 
shall be limited to the Dental Corps.” The 
same provision appears in Title 10, U. S. 
Code, Section 130, however, with a slightly 
different wording. “The right of officers of the 
Dental Corps to command shall be limited to 
the Dental Corps.” 

Army Regulations 600-20, 1 June 1942, 
paragraph 4a(6) states, that an officer is in- 
eligible to command when so prohibited by 
statute or by Army Regulations. 

All subsequent legislation to date affecting 


. the Army Dental Corps has not changed this 


statutory limitation placed upon the dental 
officers in 1911, and the granting of such au- 
thority is beyond the scope and legal provisions 
of Army Regulations. 

DISCRIMINATION.—Subsequent to 1911, other 
Corps (Veterinary, Pharmacy, Medical Ad- 
ministrative and Sanitary) have been added to 
the Medical Departments and none have been 
stigmatized with this specific limitation. This 
places an unwarranted discrimination between 
the officers of the Dental Corps and the other 
officers of the Medical Department. For exam- 
ple in a War Department Technical Manual, 
TM 8-245, Army Medical Supply Depot, 6 
November 1942, Section III, Paragraph 9, 
page 4 (1), it states, “The unit is commanded 
by the senior officer of the Medical Depart- 
ment (except Dental Corps) assigned thereto 
and present for duty. The Commanding offi- 


*See page 4. 
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cer of the army medical supply depot is also 
the army medical supply officer.” 
COMMAND.—Although it is not the desire of 
the dental officers to extend their right to com- 
mand beyond the Dental Corps generally, there 
are occasions such as cited in the previous 
paragraph, as well as other instances when the 
authority to exercise a broader command is 
warranted in the best interests of the service, 
and within the limitation provided by Army 
Regulations for officers of the Medical Depart- 
ment. 
The Dental Division, cognizant of this stat- 
utory limitation and its effect upon the war 
effort, presented the facts to Maj. Gen. Nor- 
man T. Kirk, Surgeon General of the United 
States Army, with a request that steps be taken 
to initiate corrective legislation, to which he 
readily agreed. Such a request was drawn up 
by Gen. Kirk and sent to the War Department, 
November 1, 1943. The War Department like- 
wise recognized this unwarranted discrimina- 
tion against the dental officers and requested 
legislation to assure parity in command respon- 
sibilities and potentials of all the Corps in the 
Medical Department. Senate Bill 1809, which 
relates to this legislation, is now awaiting con- 
gressional approval. 
PASSAGE.— It was considered that legislation 
of this character could best be initiated within 
the Surgeon General’s Office through the War 
Department, instead of by the Committee on 
Legislation of the American Dental Associa- 
tion. No difficulty is expected in the final pas- 
sage of this bill since it is sponsored by the 
War Department, but in the event there is any 
difficulty the Committee on Legislation of the 
American Dental Association will take neces- 
sary action. 


War DEPARTMENT SEEKS 
Maps or AREAS 


The War Department needs detailed 
maps of all foreign areas outside of con- 
tinental America. Material desired in- 
cludes city plans and port plans on a 
scale not less than 1 :25,000; road maps, 
topographic and geologic maps not 
smaller than 1:1,000,000, important 
foreign atlases, guide books, place lexi- 
cons, gazetteers and postal guides. These 
should: be sent, as a gift or loan, to the 
Army Map Service, 79 W. Monroe St., 
Chicago 3, IIl. 
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A Summing-Up.—Let us look at the record. 

Less than a dozen dentists are in the armed forces without commissions in the Second World 
War. In the first, more than two thousand dentists and dental students in the A.E.F. alone 
did not receive commissions. 

Dentistry has been given its first major general as head of the Army Dental Corps. 

The rank of rear admiral has been established in the Naval Dental Corps, over the opposition 
of the Navy Department, and for the first time in history there are dentists serving in this rank, 

Under the terms of a bill discussed in this issue, the Army dental officers will be given the right 
to command, a right that has been arbitrarily withheld for more than thirty years. 

In the reorganization of the United States Public Health Service, a separate dental division 
was secured with a chief having the authority of an assistant surgeon general and the grade 
of rear admiral. 

A bill now before Congress will provide a separate Naval Dental Department to function 
under the Surgeon General as in the case of the Medical Department. 

Inequalities between medical and dental officers in promotion from lieutenant to captain 
have been corrected in the main. 

A separate dental division has been established in the Veterans Administration, an agency 
that will have considerable influence in the postwar period. : 

Those are the major accomplishments. There are many minor ones that cannot 

be recounted here. They reveal with telling effectiveness what has been accomplished 
by the American Dental Association through its members, in military and civilian 
life, its officers and committees in the interests of all dentists in the armed forces. 
Admittedly, much remains to be done—and is being done—to correct certain in- 
equalities which exist because both the profession and military authorities refused to 
deem them important enough for action in the long armistice between wars. 
- In spite of this evidence that great strides have been made, a self-appointed critic: 
recently wrote: “Dental leaders remote from military life cannot sit before the warm 
fire and spin pretty theories about methods of help. Dental leaders should go directly 
to the dentists in military service and ask them what kind of support they expect from 
dental organizations. . . . (This) kind of thought exploring among dentists in mili- 
tary service would likely shake dental organizations to their foundations.” This critic 
then proposes a series of twelve questions and volunteers, in order to take “this sub- 
ject out of the paradiddling (sic) category of idle talk,” to meet the expenses of any 
dental society that wishes to present these questions to its members. Some of the 
questions, which really deserve separate comment, are not far from the well-known 
twister of whether one has stopped beating his wife. 

Such critics ignore both facts and the record. They speak pontifically of dental 
opinion in the armed forces without revealing on what grounds their own knowledge 
of it is founded. They do not know, or conveniently forget, the complex work that 
is preliminary to bringing about certain changes in military organization when the 
country must be primarily concerned with winning the war. They attempt to exploit 
the dissatisfactions that are normal in any large group of men to build up issues 
that eventually may not be resolved in the best interests of the dentists they purport 
to serve. They refuse to accept the leadership of the American Dental Association 
merely because their own notions of planning and speed of achievement are not 
accepted. They pretend to champion dental officers by advocating policies so brash 
that they could easily bring permanent harm rather than good. They speak deridingly 
of “idle talk” when their own contributions have been solely in that category. 

Such critics and criticism assume an inflated importance unless it is remembered 
that thousands of dentists in the armed forces worked unceasingly in the interests of 
their local, state and national dental societies in time of peace. In spite of legitimate 
complaints at certain conditions, these men are not now willing to forego the results 
of these efforts by placing their cause in the hands of those who have never done 
more than gesticulate excitedly and hopelessly about it—H. H. 
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